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Felt hats made from furs were popular in Europe from the
sixteenth to nineteenth centuries. This cavalier-style bea-
ver hatis a fine example of felt craftsmanship.
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In the early days of hockey, equipment was largely homemade. Some
players, inspired by felt-padded horse collars seen in harness shops,
sewed feltinto their undergarments for protection against pucks. By the
1920s, felt had become a common component of hockey equipment in
Proteot Your Feet in Wintry Weather chest pads, shoulder pads, shin guards, and knee pads.

A selection of felt pennants.

Neevingatah (meaning "something to hang” in Inuk- “
titut) is an art form unique to Canada that emerged in H
the 1950s with the Arctic Co-op movement. The neev- ]
ingatah wall hangings typically feature felt appliquéd E
pictures. This piece, titled, Young Woman, Ulus, Birds £
and Figures, by Jessie Oonark of Baker Lake, Nunavut, g
CREATIVE CLASS was created in 1973, §

Heartfelt history

An ancient fabric, felt was a lucrative end-product of the North American fur trade. But its uses go
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far beyond beaver hats. 3 g
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Felt is an ancient material that helped propel the economy During the fur trade era, felt from beaver furs was espe- g £
of the New World thanks to its popularity during the early C'a”V.D”ZGd by hatters thanks to its lustrous qualities. Since ; i Pi Felt has properties of high perme- Felt does not fray and so can be die-
Lirtrage. the nineteenth century, felt has largely been manufactured f Ag e ability and is found in many forms cut for machine parts. Felt production
Now, an online exhibition is exploring the history of this from wool. And more recently felters £ ' i Eg O it A TLIRS of filters. Felt determines the eaked during the Second World
y ¥, Telters have utilized synthetic £ g4 TR T T R s o o bk, 7 . :
versatile material. Beaver Hats to Hockey Pads, presented materials such as rayon and acrylic ; g5 Sriatm. 399 ey e e ] t;:n;el and texturiof maple syrup War, when it was used in the manu-
. ‘ : C; 3 g ¢ iltering out the sugar sand to facture of armaments and a i-
by Kathryn Walter of FELT studio in Toronto, looks at the Thanks to its elasticity and ¢ im- g 49 ; L i i i Pl
YRV S e y and absorbency, felt became an im F ) ?_ Emons sateiogim, 1542 achieve the desired consistency. tions, including as wadding for shells.
many historical and cultural uses of felt. portant engineering material as countries embraced industri- % a8
Felt is created by pressing animal f':b.res until they latch alization. It also remains a popular material in art and design. é :’ N o Ea'ton’s Reeraciiomitaesexioieits
together, and is the oldest known textile. Explore the online exhibition at FeltStudio.com P 4 iR
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